Cetatile de scapare

Exod 21:12-13; Numeri 35:6-34; Deuteronom 19:1-13; Iosua 20:1-6; Evrei 6:18.

Patru carti din Vechiul Testament ne ofera detalii despre cetatile de scapare. Asadar,
ele au o mare importantd. Cetétile de scidpare sunt foarte interesante si de o importanta
teologica. Scriitorul cartii catre Evrei face referire la cetatile de scapare in Evrei 6:18: ,,noi,
a caror scapare a fost sa apucam nddejdea care ne era pusd inainte”. Este singurul loc din
Noul Testament in care este folosit cuvantul ,,scapare”. Este singura data cand cuvantul
,scapare” este folosit in Noul Testament. Isaia 26:1 spune: ,,Avem o cetate tare; Dumnezeu
ne da mantuirea ca ziduri si Intaritura”.

Din Iosua 20 aflim numele a trei cetiti din partea de vest de raul Tordan. In versetele
2 si 7 israelitii trebuia sa hotarasca (cu intelesul de ,,stabilit”, ,,cinstit”, ,,sfintit, care sa-L
onoreze pe Dumnezeu”) aceste cetati. De vreme ce aceste cetati apartineau Levitilor, nu erau
numai locuri de scépare, ci si locuri de odihnd. Aici gasim o aplicatie pentru noi. Domnul
nostru Isus Hristos este Cetatea noastra de Scapare si la acelasi timp in El gasim odihna.
Matei 11:28-29 spune: ,,Veniti la Mine, toti cei trudifi si impovarati, si Eu va voi da odihna.
Luati jugul Meu asupra voastra, si invatati de la Mine, caci Eu sunt bland si smerit cu inima;
si veti gasi odihna pentru sufletele voastre”. Psalmul 23:2 spune: Domnul este Pastorul
meu... El ma paste in pasuni verzi, si ma duce la ape de odihna™.

Tosua 20 face distinctie intre ucidere premeditata (cetatile de scapare nu erau de nici
un ajutor pentru cei care erau declarati vinovati de ucidere premeditatd. Cetatea de scapare
nu oferea sigurantd unui intentionat ucigas, Deuteronom 19:11-13) si ucidere accidentala.
Vezi Numeri 35:9-21. Ce facea Dumnezeu? El dorea sa imprime 1n israeliti valoarea vietii
umane. Cetatile de scdpare il invatau pe Israel cat de importantd este viata pentru
Dumnezeu. Asadar, Biblia se declara foarte clar impotriva uciderii si avortului.

Dumnezeu S-a ingrijit de slujitorii Sai (semintia lui Levi), Levitii, dandu-le 48 de
cetdti cu suburbiile lor (terenuri comune pentru pasunat). Dintre cele 48 de cetati, sase erau
desemnate pentru a fi cetdti de scdpare pentru orice ucigas care este inocent. Cetatile de
scapare, fiind cetatile Levitilor (versetele 13,21,27,32,36,38), erau imprastiate printre toate
semintiile lui Israel pentru ca profetia lui lacov in Geneza 49:5-7 sa se implineasca si pentru
a facilita lucrarea lor de invatatura catre popor/natiune. Dumnezeu a zis ca 48 de cetati vor fi
puse deoparte ca mostenire a Levitilor cand copiii lui Israel au luat in stdpanire fara promisa,
Canaan. Canaan nu este o imagine a cerurilor. De ce? In Canaan au existat pacat, lupte,
batalii, idolatrie, imoralitate, moarte, caderi si infrangeri. De aceea, Canaanul este o imagine
a mostenirii noastre spirituale prezente. Efeseni 1:3 spune: ,,Binecuvantat sa fie Dumnezeu,
Tatal Domnului nostru Isus Hristos, care ne-a binecuvantat cu tot felul de binecuvantari
duhovnicesti, in locurile ceresti, n Hristos*.

Aceste cetati de scapare sunt o imagine a poporului lui Israel i vina lui in legatura cu
moartea lui Mesia, Unsul lui Israel. Domnul Isus Hristos este adevarata Cetate de Scapare in
care Israelul cdit se poate refugia pentru a se afla in sigurantd. H. A. Ironside scria odata:
,,Hristos nu este doar Omul ucis si cetatea de scapare, ci El de asemenea este Marele Preot,
ca atare El nu va mai muri inca o data. El este preotia vesnica; deci cei care gasesc scapare
in El sunt salvati pentru totdeauna”.



Cetitile de scapare 1l reprezinti pe Isus Hristos in care pacatosii, urmariti de dreptatea
Legii care condamna la judecatad si moarte, pot alerga pentru a gasi adapost sau siguranta in
EL

Cetatile de scapare sunt de asemenea o imagine frumoasa a lui Isus Hristos, si numele
lor au o importanti in legitura acela. Insemnitatea sau semnificatia numelor cetitilor de
scapare ne amintesc de Scaparea noastrd, Domnul Isus Hristos, Evrei 6:18.

La vest de raul Iordan: (Iesua 20:7) La est de raul Iordan: (Iosua 20:8)
»Chedes” inseamna ,,sfintenie”, “dreptate” (“neprihanire”) sau ,,sanctuar”.

»Ramot” inseamna ,,inaltimi” sau ,,cetate”.
»Sihem” inseamna ,,putere” sau ,,umar”.

,»Golan”** Inseamna ,, bucurie”, ,,culmi” sau ,,exil”.
»Chiriat-Arba” (sau ,,Hebron”) inseamna ,,partasie”.

»Beter” inseamna ,,sigurantd” sau “fortareatd”.

** Specialistii Tn ebraicd nu au cazut de acord asupra a ceea ce inseamna ,,Golan”, dar
Lexiconul Gesenius spune cad inseamna ,,exil®.

Aceste nume pot fi folosite in a descrie ceea ce experimenteaza pacatosii cand vin
prin credinta la Isus Hristos. El le da neprihanire (dreptate), nemaiputand fi acuzati din nou.
Nu exista condamnare! Romani 8:1 spune: ,,Acum dar nu este nici o osandire pentru cei ce
sunt in Hristos Isus”.

Ca un pastor, El 1i poarta pe umeri (Luca 15:5 spune: ,,dupa ce a gasit-o, o pune cu
bucurie pe umeri) si ei intrd in partdsie cu El (1 Ioan 1:3 spune: ,,partasia noastra este cu
Tatadl si cu Fiul Sdu, Isus Hristos®). El este fortdreata sau adapostul lor, iar ei sunt in
siguranta (Ioan 10:28-29 spune: ,,El le dau viata vesnicd, in veac nu vor pieri, $1 nimeni nu
le va smulge din mana Mea.... si nimeni nu le poate smulge din mana Tatdlui Meu”). Ei
locuiesc 1n inaltimi (Efeseni 1:3; 2:6 spune: ,,El ne-a inviat impreuna, si ne-a pus sa sedem
impreund n locurile ceresti, in Hristos Isus”), chiar dacd sunt exilati, strdini si calatori in
aceastd lume (1 Petru 2:11). In Isus Hristos se gisesc toate binecuvantirile sugerate de
intelesul numelor celor sase cetati de scapare. Cetatile de scapare ne mai ofera, prin contrast,
imaginea a mantuirii. Se poate face o paraleld intre mantuirea temporald de care beneficia
ucigasul in cetatile de scdpare si mantuirea vesnica oferitd pacatosului in Isus Hristos,
mantuit prin harul lui Dumnezeu.

Aplicatia spirituala a cetatilor de scapare lui Isus Hristos are o prezentare de adevar

divin in doua directii:

1. Cu privire la Israel. Ei L-au ucis pe Domnul vietii, Faptele Apostolilor 3:15. W.
MacDonald scria: ,,Ca invatatura simbolica, poporul lui Israel este poporul ucigas,
fiindca 1-a omorat pe Mesia. Desi a facut-o din nestiintd (Fapte 3:17). Domnul Isus S-a
rugat: ,,nu stiu ce fac” (Luca 23:34). Exact asa cum ucigasul trebuia sa plece de la casa
lui si sd locuiasca in cetatea de scapare, Israeclul se afld in exil inca de atunci.
Recastigarea Intregii lor posesiuni va avea loc, nu la moartea Marelui Preot (pentru ca El
nu va muri niciodatd), ci cand El va veni sa domneasca”. Liderii iudei la cruce au fost
partea vinovata, desi ei au fost ucigasi neintentionati, cdci Domnul Isus a zis de pe crucea
de la Calvar ,,ei nu stiu ce fac” (Luca 23:34). Petru vorbeste din nou despre aceasta
raspundere, vind n a doua sa predica: ,,din nestiinta ati facut asa” (Fapte 3:17). Asadar,
iertarea (adapostul) este disponibila chiar si pentru cei care L-au crucificat pe




Mantuitorul. In 1 Timotei 1:15 Pavel scrie plin de recunostinta si multumire: ,,Hristos
Isus a venit in lume ca sd-1 mantuiasca pe cei pacatosi, dintre care cel dintai sunt eu”.

2. Cu privire la pacitosul care isi gaseste mantuirea in Isus Hristos. [ata aici punctele
contrastului. Ucigasul care isi merita scaparea nu era scutit de judecata. Dar credinciosul
care se adaposteste in Isus Hristos nu va mai trebui sa se prezinte la judecata fiindca Isus
Hristos a platit vina, Romani 8:1. Daca acel ucigas iesea pe poarta cetatii putea fi
omorat, insa toti acei care se adapostesc in Isus Hristos se afla in sigurantd pentru toata
vesnicia si nu vor pieri niciodatd, Ioan 10:28a.

Cetatile de scapare:

1. Se aflau la indemana oricui. Descrierea cetatilor de scapare (cate trei de fiecare parte a
raului Iordan) ne este oferitd in Numeri 35. Acestea erau asezate la distante egale in
toata tara.

Din Deuteronom 4:41-43 aflam numele celor trei cetati la este de raul Iordan. Din
Numeri 32 aflam ca acesta era locul compromisului ales de semingia lui Ruben, Gad si de
jumatate din semintia lui Manase. Si totusi, ce incurajare pentru noi sd stim ca Iehova totusi
S-a Tngrijit de poporul Sdu in ciuda alegerilor jalnice facute de acesta.

Cetatile de scapare erau Tmprastiate pe toata intinderea tarii pentru ca toi oamenii sa
poatd ajunge cu usurintd la ele. Domnul Isus Hristos sta la dispozitia tuturor oamenilor din
intreaga lume. Mesajul evangheliei este la indeména tuturor — dispunem de o mantuire
universald, cu alte cuvinte, Isus Hristos a murit pentru toti oamenii de oriunde si de oricand,
Ioan 3:16 spune: ,,Fiindcd atat de mult a iubit Dumnezeu lumea, cd a dat pe Singurul Lui
Fiu, ca oricine crede in El, sa nu piara, ci sa aiba viata vesnica“.

Cetatile de scapare erau la indemana tuturor. Numeri 35:15 pentru Evrei si Neamuri.
Mesajul evangheliei este pentru Evrei si Neamuri, Fapte 1:8 spune ca: ,,Si-Mi veti fi
martori in erusalim, in toatd Tudea, in Samaria, si pana la marginile pamantului®.

La oricare dintre cetatile de scapare se putea ajunge in timp de o zi din orice parte a
tarii. Erau asezate in mod strategic, astfel incat nici un loc din tard sd nu se afle la o
departare mai mare de 45 de kilometri de una dintre aceste cetati. Erau asezate la distante
egale pe suprafata tarii. D. L. Moody a avut o_aplicatie buna: ,,Dupd cum cetatile de
scapare erau agezate in asa fel incat sa fie accesibile din orice parte a tarii, tot asa si Isus
Hristos este accesibil pacatosilor in nevoie”. 1 Ioan 2:2 spune: ,,El este jertfa de ispasire
pentru pacatele noastre; nu numai pentru ale noastre, ci pentru ale intregei lumi”.

Aceste cetdti nu se aflau in vai, ci pe dealuri, vizibile tuturor. Domnul Isus Hristos a
fost ridicat pe cruce ca Mantuitor al pacatosului.

2. Portile oricarei cetati de scapare erau permanent deschise. Harul Iui Dumnezeu era
evident in purtarea lor de grijd. Si noi trdim incd in dispensatia harului. Strigarea
evangheliei este: ,,oricine va”, cat timp portile indurarii si ale harului mai sunt larg
deschise. Romani 10:13 spune: ,,Fiindca «oricine va chema Numele Domnului, va fi
mantuity”.

3. Drumul citre orice cetate de scapare era clar delimitat. Drumurile catre cetatile de
scapare erau bine indicate, in acelasi fel in care drumul catre mantuire este indicat (Biblia
ne prezintd, intr-un mod atat de simplu, incat chiar un copil sa poata intelege, planul de
mantuire aratand spre lucrarea savarsita si desavarsitda a Domnului Isus Hristos), pentru
ca nimeni sd nu se ratdceasca si sa-si piarda viata.




Dupa parerea rabinilor, Sanhedrinul detinea responsabilitatea de a pastra in cele mai
bune conditii drumurile care duceau catre cetatile de scapare, pentru a-l ajuta pe fugar. Toate
asezarile erau controlate, orice rau era traversat de un pod, iar drumul trebuia si aibd o
latime de cel putin 32 de coti. La fiecare intersectie exista un indicator cu inscriptia
,Scapare”’; iar doi dintre studentii sau invatatii legii erau desemnati sa escorteze fugarul, sa-1
potoleasca, daca era posibil, pe razbunator, el trebuia sa il ajungd din urma pe fugar. Toate
obstacolele care l-ar fi putut impiedica sau ar fi putut incetinit viteza fugarului erau
indepartate.

Potrivit traditiei iudaice, drumurile ce duceau spre aceste cetati de scapare erau tinute
in conditii optime si intersectiile erau bine marcate (avand indicatoare scrise clar), cu
mesajul ,,Scapare”. Alergatorii instruifi in lege erau asezati de-a lungul drumului pentru a
putea oferi calauzire si ajutor fugarului.

Cand ucigasul era ajuns si apoi primit in cetatea scaparii, 1 se incredinta o locuinta
confortabild, iar cetdtenii trebuia sa-1 invete cum se face comert acolo pentru ca acesta sa se
poata intretine.

4. Cetitile de scapare au fost desemnate si ales cu mult timp inainte de a fi folosite. Ele
au fost desemnate in pustie, inainte ca poporul sd ajunga in tara promisa (in Canaan).
Dumnezeul lui Avraam, Isaac si lacov i spusese lui Moise: ,,iti voi hotarl un loc unde va
putea sa fuga (cel vinovat de ucidere neintentionata)” (Exod 21:13), cu mult nainte chiar
ca poporul Israel sa fi plecat in céldtoria lor de la Sinai spre Canaan. Dumnezeu, in
suveranitatea Sa a promis un Mantuitor, pe Fiul Sau, Isus Hristos, Geneza 3:15. Insa
lucrul acesta fusese pregatit intr-o vesnicie trecutd. Citim in 1 Petru 1:20: ,,El a fost
cunoscut mai Tnainte de Intemeierea lumii, §i a fost ardtat la sfarsitul vremurilor pentru
voi”. Orarul sau timpul lui Dumnezeu este intotdeauna desavarsit si Galateni 4:4
vorbeste despre ,,implinirea vremii”. Vezi Apocalipsa 13:8.

5. Cetatile de scapare au oferit siguranti. Fugarul nevinovat putea ramane intr-o cetate
de scipare pani la moartea marelui preot. Apoi era liber si se intoarca la familia lui. Insd
pe Marele nostru Preot, Isus Hristos, moartea nu-l poate atinge. Cei rascumparati in Isus
Hristos se afld in siguranta pentru toatd vesnicia. ,,Acum dar, nu este nici o osandire
pentru cei ce sunt in Hristos” (Romani 8:1). Preotia vechi testamentald era doar
temporald. Preotia Domnului nostru Isus Hristos este perpetuu sau neincetat. Pentru a se
face un Preot si Mijlocitor viu pentru noi, El a trebuit sa guste moartea, Evrei 9:16-17.
Psalmul 46:1 spune: ,,.Dumnezeu este adapostul si sprijinul nostru”. Deuteronom
33:27a spune: ,,.Dumnezeul cel vesnic este un loc de adapost, si sub bratele Lui cele
vesnice este un loc de scdpare”. Proverbe 14:26 spune: ,,Cine se teme de Domnul are un
sprijin tare in El, si copiii au un loc de adapost la E1”.

Nu exista pozitie neutrd pentru persoana nevinovatd — ea era, fie in sigurantd in cetatea
de scapare, sau fie subiectul maniei razbunatorului sangelui. Fiecare om este, fie asigurat
pentru vesnicie in Isus Hristos, sau fie sub judecata lui Dumnezeu. Nu exista nici o alta
pozitie. Ioan 3:36 spune: ,,Cine crede in Fiul, are viata vesnica; dar cine nu crede in Fiul, nu
va vedea viata, ci mania lui Dumnezeu ramane peste el”. Expresia apostolului Pavel ,,in
Hristos Isus” vorbeste despre siguranta fiecarui credincios adevarat. Ea apare de cel putin 40
de ori in Noul Testament.



Persoana care cauta addpost trebuia sa alerge repede (nu era de asteptat, nu exista
intarziere) spre locul sigurantiei (cetatea de scapare). Odata ce trecea pragul portii, ii era
garantata securitate maxima.

6. Cetatile existau pentru momente de criza. O criza ii indrumau pe oameni spre una
dintre cetatile de scapare, si adesea este nevoie de o crizd pentru ca oamenii sa fie
condusi spre Domnul Isus Hristos pentru adapost vesnic. Temnicerul din Filipi a strigat
in Fapte 16:30: ,,Domnilor, ce trebuie sa fac ca sa fiu mantuit?”

7. Din insemnatatea numelor cetatilor vedem cé acolo se gisea adipost pentru oricine,
un adapost perfect:

(a) ,Chedes” inseamna ,,sfintenie”, ,,dreptate” sau ,,sanctuar”. Isus Hristos este dreptatea

noastrd. Prin harul Sau, in schimbul ,,hainei noastre manjite” (Isaia 64:6) ne-a fost oferita

mantaua izbavirii, a salvarii, a dreptatii. Dreptatea lui Dumnezeu este acea dreptate pe care

dreptatea Lui ii pretinde si o ceard. In noi nu existd nimic care si satisfaci cerinta lui

Dumnezeu, ci Isus Hristos este facut dreptate pentru noi.

(b) ., Sihem” inseamna ,,putere” sau ,,umar”’. Acesta vorbeste despre putere si despre locul
poverilor. Marele preot purta pe umarul sau cele sase nume ale semintiilor lui Israel cand
intra in Sfanta Sfintelor. Umarul este locul pe care pastorul poarta oaia cea pierduta care a
fost gasita, Luca 15:5. Isus Hristos este Cel desavarsit care poartd poverile noastre. Bratul
care sustine universul (Isaia 9:6 spune: ,,domnia va fi pe umarul Lui”) il va sustine chiar si
pe cel mai slab credincios.

(¢) .Hebron” (sau_ Chiriat-Arba) inseamna ,partasie”. Acesta intruchipeaza partasia,
legatura care a fost recastigatd in si prin Isus Hristos dupa ce fusese intreruptda in gradina
Eden. Domnul Isus Hristos a venit in aceasta lume dusmanoasa, neprietenoasa (Ioan 1:11)
pentru ca noi sd putem avea un Prieten perfect.

(d) ,Beter” inseamni ,,siguranta” sau “fortireata”. Isus Hristos este fortireata noastri. In El
noi suntem in sigurantd. Satan este puternic, insd Dumnezeu este Atotputernic. Asadar
Domnul nostru Isus Hristos este suficient pentru noi, El este ,,El-Shaddai”, ,,Dumnezeul
Atotputernic”. Trebuie sd apreciem faptul cd Dumnezeu este Cel ce luptd pentru noi. De
aceea, putem sa spunem impreund cu Pavel in Romani 8:31: ,,Daca Dumnezeu este pentru
noi, cine va fi impotriva noastra?* De asemenea, 1 Corinteni 15:57 spune: ,,Dar multumiri
fie aduse lui Dumnezeu, care ne da biruinta prin Domnul nostru, Isus Hristos*. Noi avem
biruinta prin EI.

(e) .Ramot” inseamna ,, Tnal{imi” sau ,,cetate”. Isus Hristos S-a facut ,,pentru putina vreme
mai prejos decat ingerii” (Evrei 2:9), asemenea chiar unui vierme (Psalmul 22:6), pentru ca
sa fie Tnaltat si ne-a asezat pe noi mai presus decat ingerii. Mijlocitorul nostru sta acum la
dreapta Tatalui Sau.

(f) .Golan” 1inseamna ,,bucurie”, ,,culmi” sau ,,exil”. Isus Hristos este bucuria noastra
deplind. Psalmul 16:11 spune: ,Inaintea Fetei Tale sunt bucurii nespuse”. In Noul
Testament crestini au fost numiti ,,straini si calatori®. Care este lectia practica pentru noi? 1
Petru 2:11 spune: ,,Prea iubitilor, va sfatuiesc ca pe niste straini si calatori®. Evrei 11:13
spune: ,.In credinitd au murit toti acestia, fira sa fi capatat lucrurile fagaduite: ci doar le-au




vazut si le-au urat de bine de departe, marturisind ca sunt straini si calatori pe pamant®.
Avram a vorbit catre fiii lui Het in Geneza 23:4: ,,Eu sunt strdin si venetic printre voi®. *i
David a spus in Psalmul 119:19: ,,Sunt un strdin pe pdmant*“. Cu adevarat, el a fost ,,un om
dupa inima lui Dumnezeu®. Suntem 1n lume dar nu suntem din lume. Domnul Isus Hristos a
zis in Ioan 17:16: ,,Ei nu sunt din lume, dupacum nici Eu nu sunt din lume®. Care este
diferenta dintre ,,straini“ si ,,calatori“? Ca ,,straini“ suntem departe de casa si fiind
,calatori calatorim acasa, spre cer. Suntem ,,strdini adevarati“ si ,,calatori adevarati“ in

aceasta lumea?

In Scripturad nu ne este relatat nici un incident inconcret in care un om sa fi fugit catre
una dintre acele cetati de scapare.

Deuteronom 19:4-7 — Cuvantul tradus ,,razbunatorul sangelui” este ,,go-el”. Acest
,go-¢el” era de fapt ,,protectorul familiei”. El era o ,,ruda apropiatd” (traditional, el era cea
mai apropiatd rudd de sex masculin) responsabild pentru rascumpararea unei rude din
sclavie (Levitic 25:48-49), pentru rascumpararea proprietdfii unei rude (Levitic 25:26-33),
pentru luarea in casatorie a unei vaduve dintre rudele sale si pentru nasterea de copii in
numele celui decedat (Rut 3:13; 4:5-10), si pentru razbunarea mortii unei rude (Numeri
35:19-28).

Expresia ,,razbunatorul sangelui” apare in versetele 3,5,9 si se refera la cel care
,trebuia sa-si faca partea in functia de ruda” — acelasi concept este mentionat in cartea Rut
(Ruda rascumparatoare). Razbunatorul putea sa arate indurare sau sd pedepseasca, dupa
buna sa placere. Noi suntem urmariti de ,legea razbunatoare” care hotaraste judecata si
moarte. Dar multumiri fie aduse lui Dumnezeu ci dreptatea a fost satisfacutd la Calvar! In
Deuteronom 19 Moise vorbeste din nou despre necesitatea ridicarii acestor cetati de scapare
si da detalii in privinta functiondrii lor. Citim in Deuteronom 19:1-10 ca trei cetdfi de
scapare erau deja agezate pe partea de est a raului lordan. Aici Moise aminteste poporului sa
ridice alte trei cetdfi pe partea cealaltd a raului, care sd fie asezate conventional, pentru ca
ucigasul sa poatd fugi acolo de razbunatorul sangelui (versetele 1-7). Instructiunilor
anterioare cu privire la acest subiect li se adaugad ridicarea altor trei cetati de scapare
aditionale, in cazul 1n care poporul va pune stapanire pe intreg teritoriul ce le fusese promis
la inceput (versetele 8-10). Dupa aceea nu se mai face nici o referire la aceste trei cetati
fiindca Israelul n-a ajuns niciodata stapan pe intreaga tara promisa din Geneza 15:18.

Cuvantul ,,adapost” apare de 46 de ori in Vechiul Testament, 18 dintre primele 19
relatari se refera la cetatile de scapare. Acelasi cuvant mai apare de 18 ori in cartea
Psalmilor.

In Psalmul 9 El este adapost pentru cei apisati, adapost in vreme de necaz.

In Psalmul 14 El este adapost pentru sirac.

In Psalmul 46 El este adipostul nostru si puterea noastrd, un ajutor care nu lipseste
niciodata in nevoi.

De asemenea in Psalmul 46 El este Dumnezeul lui lacov, El este adapostul nostru.

In Psalmul 48 El este cunoscut ca un turn de scipare in casele lui imparitesti.

In Psalmul 57 adipostul nostru este la umbra aripilor Lui.

In Psalmul 59 El este sciparea noastra in ziua necazului.

In Psalmul 62 El este adapost pentru noi.

In Psalmul 78 El este un adapost puternic.



Pentru ca Domnul este adapostul meu, eu ma pot increde in El, potrivit Psalmului 91.
Acelasi addpost devine, mai tarziu, in Psalm 91, locuinta noastra.
In Psalmul 94 El este stinca mea de adadpost.

Trei dintre cetati au fost lasate in seama descendentilor lui Gherson, Chehat si Merari,
cele trei familii responsabile cu cortul intalnirii (Deuteronom 4:43; losua 21:34-36; 1
Cronici 6:54-56). Ei au avut responsabilitatea de a demonta cortul si de a-1 ridica mai tarziu
intr-un alt loc. Acum se pare cd Dumnezeu ii rasplateste pentru credinciosia si slujirea lor
dandu-le aceste cetati de odihna si un loc de adapost pentru altii. Care este aplicatia pentru
noi astazi? Biserica lui Isus Hristos este responsabila sa ofere acest adapost pentru
necredinciosii de astazi.

THE CITIES OF REFUGE

Exodus 21:12-13; Numbers 35:6-34; Deuteronomy 19:1-13; Joshua 20:1-6; Hebrews
6:18.

Four Old Testament books gives us details about the cities of refuge. Therefore they are
of great importance. The cities of refuge are very interesting and of theological importance.
The writer to the Hebrews refers to the cities of refuge in Hebrews 6:18, “Who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us”. This is the only time the word “refuge” is
used in the New Testament. Isaiah 26:1 says: “We have a strong city; salvation will God
appoint for walls and bulwarks”.

From Joshua 20 we learn the names of the three cities to the west of the river Jordan.
In verses 2 and 7 the Israelites were to appoint (meaning “assign”, “hallow” (JND),
“sanctify, to honour God”) these cities. Since they belonged to the Levites, they not only
were places of refuge, but also places of rest.

Joshua 20 distinguishes between pre-meditated (the cities of refuge were of no help
to those who were declared guilty of pre-meditated murder. The city of refuge did not provide
safety for a murderer, Deuteronomy 19:11-13) and accidental manslaughter. See Numbers
35:9-15 and verses 16-21. What was God doing? He wanted to impress upon Israel the
sanctity of human life. The city of refuge taught Israecl how important life is to God.
Therefore the Bible is very clearly against murder and abortion.

God made provision for His servants (the tribe of Levi), the Levites, in giving them 48
cities and their suburbs (common lands for pasture). Of these 48 cities, 6 were chosen to be
cities of refuge for any manslayer who is innocent. God said that 48 cities should be set apart
for the inheritance of the Levites when the children of Israel took possession of the promised
land, Canaan. Six of these cities were to be designated as cities of refuge. The cities of
refuge, being cities of the Levites (verses 13,21,27,32,36,38), were scattered throughout all
the tribes of Israel in order to fulfil the prophecy of Jacob (Genesis 49:5--7) and to better
facilitate their teaching ministry to the nation.

These cities of refuge are a picture of the nation of Israel and its guilt in connection wth
the death of Israel’s Messiah. Jesus Christ is the true City of Refuge to whom repentant Israel
may flee for safety and sanctuary. H.A. Ironside once wrote: “Christ is not only the Man slain
and the city of refuge Himself, but He too is the High Priest, and as such He will never die
again. His is an everlasting priesthood; so those who find refuge in Him are eternally saved”.



The cities of refuge typify Christ to whom siners, pursued by the avenging Law which
decrees judgement and death, may flee for refuge.

Also, the cities of refuge are a beautiful type or picture of Jesus Christ, and their
names are significant in that connection. The significance of the names of the cities of refuge
remind us of our Refuge, Jesus Christ.

West of the river Jordan: (Joshua 20:7) East of the river Jordan:

“Kedesh” means “holiness” or “sanctuary”. “Ramoth” means “uplifting” or
“fortress”.

“Shechem” means “strength” or “shoulder”. “Golan” means “happiness”, “the
heights” or “exile”.

“Kirjath-Arba” (or “Hebron”) means “fellowship”. “Bezer” means “safety” or
“rejoicing”.

The Lord Jesus Christ provides every blessing suggested by the meaning of the names of
these six cities of refuge. Also the cities of refuge are typical of salvation by way of contrast.
There is a parallel between the temporal salvation offered the manslayer in the cities of
refuge and the eternal salvation offered the sinner in Jesus Christ, saved by the grace of God.

The spititual application of the cities of refuge to Jesus Christ has a 2-fold presentation
of divine truth:

1. With reference to Israel, they had killed the Prince of Life, Acts 3:15. W. MacDonald
writes: “As for the symbolical teaching, the people of Israel are the manslayer, having put the
Messiah to death. Yet they did it ignorantly (Acts 3:17). The Lord Jesus prayed: “they know
not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Just as the manslayer was displaced from his own home and
had to live in the city of refuge, so Israel has been living in exile ever since. The nation’s
complete restoration to its possession will take place, not at the death of the Great High Priest
(for He never can die), but when He comes to reign”.

The Jewish leaders at the cross were the guilty party, although they were
unintentional murderers, for the Lord Jesus said from the cross at Calvary “they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:34). Peter repeats that charge in his second sermon: “that through
ignorance ye did it” (Acts 3:17). Therefore forgiveness (refuge) is available even to those
who crucified the Saviour. Paul wrote full of thanksgiving in 1 Timothy 1:15: “I obtained
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief”.

2. With reference to the sinner taking refuge in Jesus Christ. Here there are points of contrast.
The manslayer who gained the refuge was not exempt from judgement. But every believer is
sheltered in Jesus Christ is safe from judgement because Jesus Christ has paid the penalty,
Romans 8:1. If a masnslayer walked outside the gate of the city he could perish, but all those
sheltered in Jesus Christ are safe and secure for eternity and shall never perish.

The cities of refuge:
1. They were easily accessible. The description of the cities of refuge (three on each side of
the river Jordan) is given in Numbers 35. They were equally spread throughout the country.

West of the river Jordan (Joshua 20:7): East of the river Jordan (Joshua
20:8):

Kedesh in Galilee of Napthali Ramoth in the region of Gilead in
the tribe of Gad

Shechem in Ephraim Golan in the northern territory of Bashan in the
tribe of Manasseh

Hebron in Judah Bezer in the south in Reuben

Deuteronomy 4 or 19:1-13 (designed by Moses) In Deuteronomy 4:41-43 we learn the
names of the three cities east of the river Jordan. We learn from Numbers 32 that this was
the place of compromise chosen by the tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh.



Yet it is a great encouragement to us to know that God/Jehovah was still making provision
for His people despite their poor choices.

They were spread throughout the land and easily accessible to all the people. Jesus Christ
is accessible to all people throughout the world. The message of the gospel is available to all
people, we have a universal salvation, in other words, Jesus Christ died on behalf of all
people.

They were available to all men. Numbers 35:15 for Jews and Gentiles.

Any city of refuge could be reached in a day from any part of the country. They
were strategically located so that no point in the land was more than 45 kilometers from one
of them. They were equally spaced throughout the land. D.L.Moody made a good
application: “As the cities of refuge were so situated as to be accessible from every part of the
land, so Christ is very accessible to needy sinners, 1 John 2:1-2”.

Also they were not in the valleys but on the hills, they were visible to all. The Lord
Jesus Christ was lifted up on the cross as the sinner’s Saviour.

2. The gates of each city of refuge were always open. God’s grace was evident in their
provision. We continue to live in the dispensation of grace. The call of the gospel is:
“whosoever will”, as the gates of mercy and grace stand wide open.

3. The roads to each city of refuge were clear and well-marked/well signposted. The
roads to the cities of refuge were clear and well-marked, just like the way of salvation, (the
Bible gives us the plan of salvation pointing to the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ in
simple terms that even a child can understand it) so that no one would make a mistake and
lose his life. According to the rabbis, in order to aid the fugitive it was the business of the
Sanhedrin to keep the roads leading to the cities of refuge in the best possible repair. No hills
were left, every river had a bridge, and the road itself was to be at least 32 cubits wide. At
every turning there were guideposts/signposts with the word “Refuge”; and two students of
the law were appointed to accompany the fleeing man, to pacify, if possible, the avenger,
should he overtake the fugitive. All obstructions were removed that might stay the flier’s
foot or hinder his speed.

According to Jewish tradition the roads leading to these cities were kept in excellent
condition and the crossroads were well-marked (clearly written directions) with signposts
reading, “Refuge”. Runners, learned in the law, were positioned along the way to guide and
help the fugitive.

When the manslayer was settled in the city of refuge a convenient habitation was
assigned to him, and the citizens were to teach him some trade that he might support himself.

4. They were appointed and selected a long time before they were used. They were
appointed in the wilderness before the land of promise (Canaan) was reached. The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had said to Moses: “I will appoint thee a place whither he (the one
guilty of involuntary manslaughter) shall flee” (Exodus 21:13) long before Israel had even
left Sinai in their journey towards Canaan. God in His sovereignty promised a Saviour, His
Son, Jesus Christ, Genesis 3:15. But provision had been made before this, in a past eternity, 1
Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8. God’s timing is always perfect, Galatians 4:4-5.

5. They provided safety. The innocent man was kept within the walls until the high priest
died. Then he was free to return to his famly. Death can never claim our Great High Priest.
The redeemed in Jesus Christ are safe for eternity. “There is therefore now no judgement to
those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). The priesthood of the Old Testament was only
temporary. Our Lord’s priesthood is perpetual. To become a living Priest or Intercessor for
us, He must taste of death, Hebrews 9:16-17. See Psalm 46:1; Deuteronomy 33:27;
Proverbs 14:26.

There was no neutral ground for the innocent person - he was either safe in the city
of refuge or subject to the wrath of the blood avenger. Each individual is either safe for
eternity in Jesus Christ or under the judgement of God there is no other position, John 3:36.




The apostle Paul’s expression “in Christ Jesus” speaks of the safety and security possessed by
every true believer. It occurs at least 40 times in the New Testament, see Romans 8:1.

A person seeking refuge must go quickly (there was to be no delay) to the only place
of safety. Once he crossed the threshold of the gate, complete security was guaranteed.

6. They were used in a time of crisis. Crisis drove people to one of the cities of refuge, and
many times a crisis is needed in order to drive people to the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal
refuge.

7. The refuge was sufficient and perfect, this is seen in the meaning of the names:

(a) “Kadesh” means “sanctuary” or “righteousness”. Jesus Christ is our righteousness.
Through His grace we have exchanged our “filthy rags” for His garment of
salvation/righteousness (Isaiah 64:6). God’s righteousness is that righteousness which His
righteousness requires Him to require. There was nothing in us that He could require, but
Jesus Christ is made unto us righteousness.

(b) “Shechem” means “shoulder”. This speaks of strength and the place of burden. The
high priest carried upon his shoulder the six names of the tribes of Israel when entering the
Holy of Holies. It is the place where the shepherd carries the lost sheep which has been
found. Jesus Christ is our perfect burden-bearer. The arm that upholds the universe will
uphold the weakest believer.

(c) “Hebron” (or Kirjath-Arba) means “fellowship”. This is typical of the fellowship
which is restored in and through Jesus Christ after it was broken in the garden of Eden. The
Lord Jesus Christ came into this friendless world (John 1:11) in order that we might have a
perfect Friend.

(d) “Bezer” means “fortress”. Jesus Christ is our Fortress. We are safe and secure in
Him. Satan is powerful, but God is all-powerful.

(e) “Ramoth” means “exaltation”. Jesus Christ became “a little lower than the angels”
(Hebrews 2:9), even as a worm (Psalm 22:6) that He might be exalted and lifted us above
the angels. Our Mediator is now seated at the right hand of His Father.

() “Golan” means “joy” or “exile”. Jesus Christ is our exceeding joy. Psalm 16:11
says: “In His presence is fulness of joy”.
Summary - Therefore our Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient, He is the “El Shaddai”, “the
Almighty God”.

It is interesting that there is no recorded incident in Scripture of a man actually fleeing
to a city of refuge.

Deuteronomy 19:4-7 -- The word translated “avenger of blood” is “go’el”. A “go’el”
was essentially a “family protector”. He was a “near kinsman” (traditionally understood as
the nearest male relative) responsible for redeeming (buying) a relative out of slavery
(Leviticus 25:48-49), for redeeming a relative’s property (Leviticus 25:26-33), for marrying
a relative’s widow and raising up children in the name of the deceased (Ruth 3:13; 4:5-10),
and for avenging the death of a relative (Numbers 35:19-28).

The phrase “avenger of blood” occurs in verses 3,5,9 and refers to one who is to “do the
part of the kinsman” --- the same concept is mentioned in the book of Ruth (the Kinsman
Redeemer). The avenger had the ability to show mercy or punish at his discretion. We are
pursued by the “avenging law” which decrees judgement and death. Thank God justice was
served at Calvary!

In Deuteronomy 19 Moses reiterates the necessity of having cities of refuge and
details how they should function. Deuteronomy 19:1-10 - Three cities of refuge had already
been set up east of the River Jordan. Here Moses reminded the people to set up three cities on



the other side, conveniently located so that a manslayer could flee there from the avenger of
blood (verses 1-7). To the previous instruction on this subject is added the provision for three
additional cities of refuge, if the people ever possessed the full territory originally promised
to them (verses 8-10). No further mention is made of these three extra cities because Israel
has never occupied all the land promised in Genesis 15:18.

The word “refuge” occurs 46 times in the Old Testament, 18 of the first 19
occurrences refer to the cities of refuge. The word also occurs 18 times in the book of
Psalms.

In Psalm 9 He is a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in time of trouble.

In Psalm 14 He is the refuge for the poor.

In Psalm 46 He is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.
Also in Psalm 46 as the God of Jacob He is our refuge.

In Psalm 48 He is known in the palaces of kings as a refuge.

In Psalm 57 our refuge is in the shadow of His wings.

In Psalm 59 He is our refuge in the day of trouble.

In Psalm 62 He is a refuge for us.

In Psalm 78 He is a strong refuge.

Because the Lord is my refuge I can trust in Him according to Psalm 91. That refuge later in
the same Psalm becomes our habitation.

In Psalm 94 He is the rock of my refuge.

Three of the cities were assigned to the descendants of Gershon, Kohath and Merari, the three
families responsible for the tabernacle (Deuteronomy 4:43; Joshua 21:34-36; 1 Chronicles 6:54-56).
They were responsible to take down and later set up the tabernacle in a different place. Now it seems
that God was rewarding them for their faithfulness and service by giving them cities of rest and a place
of refuge for others. What is the application for us today? The church of Jesus Christ needs to
demonstrate that provision for unbelievers today.



